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問題 用 紙

（１） 試験中は、試験監督者の指示に従ってください。
（２） 問題用紙は、この表紙を含めて１１ページあります。
（３） 試験開始の合図があるまで、問題冊子を開いて中を見てはいけません。
（４） リスニング問題は、Part 1 と Part 2 で成り立っています。リスニングの試

験は、試験開始時刻から３０分経過後に開始します。
（５） 解答は、すべて別紙解答用紙に記入しなさい。解答用紙は、８枚あります。

各ページの指定の欄に、受験番号、氏名を記入しなさい。
（６） この問題冊子は、持ち帰って結構です。
（７） 答案回収時に解答用紙を提出しない場合、本科目は採点されません。

英語
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（入試問題は、４ページからです。）

―２―



（入試問題は、４ページからです。）

―３―



【１】 これは英語を聴き取る力を試す問題です。問題は、Part 1 と Part 2 があります。指示に従って

解答しなさい。この問題は試験開始時刻から３０分経過後に始めます。

Part 1. Listen to the passage, and answer the questions in ENGLISH. You will hear the

passage three times.

Questions:

1. Why can entering college be a big shock for young people? Write one reason.

2. What is a recent trend for some new students?

3. What did one male student think about his club in high school ?

4. What is a burden for several students who prioritize part-time jobs?

5. What do more young people not worry about?

―４―



Part 2. Listen to the passage, and answer the questions in ENGLISH. You will hear the

passage three times.

＊The speaker is in a job interview.

Questions:

1. Where does the speaker want to work?

A. At a car dealer

B. At a hospital

C. At a travel agency

D. At a university

2. What happened to the speaker’s uncle?

3. Where did the speaker take her aunt and uncle?

4. What change occurred in the speaker’s aunt and uncle during the journey?

5. What is the speaker’s dream?

―５―



【２】 次の英文を読んで設問に答えなさい。

From ancient times, the center of the Japanese diet has been rice. Rice is a labor-intensive＊１

crop that requires ①much hard work to produce. Rice paddies＊２ must be carefully leveled and

prepared in the springtime. When the first shoots of rice appear, the entire plot is transplanted,

sprout by sprout, across a wider paddy. Even after transplanting, rice requires much care. Weeds

and diseased plants must be destroyed. The crop must be protected from birds, vermin, and insects.

Harvesting rice also requires much backbreaking work.

Why did the Japanese people continue such labor-intensive farming for many centuries? The

custom of rice growing came to Japan with a prehistoric migration from Southeast Asia. Yet custom

and taste alone are not enough reason to explain why people continued ②this annual labor. Rice

remained the center of the Japanese diet because it has other merits.

Unpolished “brown” rice was the staple＊３ of the Japanese diet until recent centuries. It has

outstanding food value, vitamins, and minerals. In exchange for the hard labor devoted to it, rice

returns the highest food value per acre＊４ of any of the major grains. ③This means that many people

can live in the same small area, if they work together to grow rice. In Japan’s mountainous islands,

where rain and climate are favorable, but flat land between the mountains and the sea is at a

premium, this characteristic of rice is especially important.

So from the time of Japan’s earliest documented history, we find the Japanese people living in

close-knit, densely populated communities. This also served as protection against wild animals and

raids＊５ from the former inhabitants whom they had driven into the northern hills. Scholars think

that as early as the seventh century, nearly a million people supported themselves by rice growing

in the Nara basin. This dense population based on traditional rice-growing deeply affected patterns

of Japanese culture, language, thinking, and communication. Let us consider some of these effects.

First, rice culture made it very difficult for any lone individual to leave the established

community ; for one man cannot easily prepare new fields and grow rice all by himself. Each person

depended heavily upon the cooperation of his family and neighbors to maintain the paddies and

transplant the rice. Rice growing was inevitably a communal effort ; the community needed the

labor and cooperation of all its able-bodied men. All healthy people were expected to contribute to

the community’s labor force.

So ④one effect of the densely populated rice-growing culture was to discourage geographic

mobility. Tokugawa law tied farmers to their lands, but even before such laws, this was already a

pattern in Japanese life. From the time a man was born until the time he died, he could expect to

live among the same families, in the same region, with the same life-style. ⑤This situation placed a

high value on getting along well with others, since one would typically live among and deal with the

same people for an entire lifetime.

A second effect of the densely-populated rice-growing culture was to discourage
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experimentation, for a large number of people depended upon the same rice crop. By repeating the

same techniques of rice growing, the community could expect approximately the same amount of

grain every year. ⑥If the harvest were small, it might be blamed on poor rainfall or angry gods, but

not on human mistakes. On the other hand, new and experimental rice-growing techniques would

bring not only the chance of growing more rice, but also an increased risk of failure, of growing less

rice than in most years. Experimentation would pose no problem if each man were responsible only

for his own rice, or if there were always more rice than people could consume. But in a population

naturally limited by its food supply, any crop failure would harm other people in addition to the

farmer himself. If experimentation produced a low rice yield, it might cause the villagers

malnutrition＊６, sickness, or even starvation during the next winter. If this happened through an “act

of God,” people might resign themselves to their sad fate. But it would be too risky for any single

person to try a new life-style which might endanger the health of all those around him. ⑦The price

of failure was too high. The effect of all this was to discourage individual creativity and initiative in

farming.

(From Carl Becker. American and English Ideals: Revised Edition. Eihosha, 2012, pp. 76‒78.)

＊１ labor-intensive : needing a lot of people to do it
＊２ paddy : a field in which rice is grown
＊３ staple : the food that a person normally eats
＊４ acre : a unit for measuring an area of land
＊５ raid : a short surprise attack by an enemy
＊６malnutrition : a poor health condition caused by a lack of food or a lack of the right type of

food
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問1. 下線部①の例を、本文に述べられているものから一つ日本語で挙げなさい。

問2. 下線部②が指す具体的な内容を、本文から二語で抜き出しなさい。

問3. 下線部③が指す内容を、本文に即して日本語で述べなさい。

問4. 下線部④の理由を、本文に即して日本語で述べなさい。

問5. 下線部⑤が指す内容を、本文に即して日本語で述べなさい。

問6. 下線部⑥を日本語に訳しなさい。

問7. 下線部⑦はどういうことか、本文に即して日本語で説明しなさい。

問8. 本文で述べられている日本の伝統的な地域社会について、現代の日本社会と比較して、あなたの

考えを５０語（words）程度の英語で書きなさい。

―８―



【３】 Read the passage below and answer the questions in ENGLISH.

A CHANGING WORKFORCE?

Singh is part of a new generation of Indian women. More and more women in India ̶ about 30

percent ̶ are working outside of the home. Women also make up more than 40 percent of the

student population in the country, and that figure is growing. Many are choosing traditionally male-

dominated careers in engineering and technology, although a)their representation in these fields

remains small.

The situation in India mirrors global trends. Worldwide, an average of 50 percent of all women

participate in the workforce, but behind this figure there are b)some hard facts. In 2012, about half

of these women were working in service jobs, just over a third were working in agriculture, and

only about 16 percent had jobs in industry and technology. This last figure has not changed in 20

years.

Working women face very real challenges as they try to strike a balance between their careers

and family life. Around the world, women are often expected to make sure that life at home runs

smoothly: that meals are prepared, that the family has clean clothes, and that the house is tidy. In

reality, they have c)two, often full-time, jobs. It’s tough, but in spite of this, many say they

appreciate the independence and income their careers provide; they also value their roles as wives

and mothers, however.

A SENSE OF EMPOWERMENT

Avani Singh wanted to help women in the slums of Delhi feel a sense of empowerment.

Growing up in New Delhi, her route to school took her past the city’s slums. In this city of 17 million,

these areas of poverty stretch for miles. To Singh, they seemed just a part of the city ̶ always

there, unchanging. But as she grew older, it began to dawn on her: Not d)had / had / what /

everyone / she. And she could help.

The idea first came to her when she learned about a new kind of bicycle rickshaw. Bright

green and futuristic, it was electric-powered, thanks to a solar panel on the roof. The electric motor

made it easier to pedal. Singh, then only 16 years old, had an insight＊１: Rickshaw driving ̶

traditionally a job for men because of its physical demands ̶ could now be a job for women, too.

In 2012, Singh founded Ummeed ki Rickshaw, a program that trains women from the slums of

Delhi to become rickshaw drivers. Through this initiative, she gives women a way to earn both a

living and a level of e)social mobility that were previously unimaginable ̶ all before she’s old enough

to get a driver’s license of her own.

Singh started Ummeed ki Rickshaw with a single electric rickshaw, donated by a local

manufacturer. Then she needed to find a driver, so in collaboration with the Delhi-based non-

governmental organization Centre for Equity and Inclusion, she put out a call for volunteers in Jamia,
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a slum near her home. “When I first advertised the program, 15 women came to hear about it,” she

remembers. “They were bubbling with energy and were so excited by the idea.” The first rickshaw

went to Kohinoor, a 33-year-old single mother of two. Kohinoor’s father died when she was four

years old, and she started working when she was just eight. After years of struggle, she became

Delhi’s first female electric rickshaw driver.

ECONOMIC MOBILITY

In a city where female drivers are rare, Ummeed, which means “hope” in Hindi, is f)carving out

a space for female economic mobility. The program gives women an opportunity for economic

independence. Singh even earned the attention of India’s Minister of New and Renewable Energy,

Farooq Abdullah, who endorsed＊２ the program because electric rickshaws are environmentally

friendly.

Many of the young girls that Singh works with get married before they’ve ever left their village

̶ half of them by age 13. They don’t understand that they can be wives and mothers and also have

good jobs. Ummeed ki Rickshaw helps them to realize their potential and aspire＊３ to do something

to create better lives for themselves and their families. Singh explains, “Ummeed ki Rickshaw is a

really small step ̶ it’s practically nothing if you look at it from the country’s perspective or from the

world’s perspective. But I think something small like this can help inspire a young generation to

make a difference.”

(Adapted from Daniel Schulstad. 21st Century Communication Teacher’s Book 4. Second Edition.
National Geographic Learning, 2023, pp. 43‒45.)

＊１ insight: a sudden clear understanding of something
＊２ endorse: to express formal support or approval for someone or something
＊３ aspire: to desire and work towards achieving something important
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1. What do their and these fields refer to in underline a) ?

2. Explain the specific content of underline b).

3. What does underline c) refer to?

4. Rearrange the words in underline d) in the appropriate order.

5. Explain what was new about the rickshaw that inspired Singh’s idea.

6. Choose the phrase that has the same meaning as e)social mobility.

A. Possibility to change one’s residence

B. Possibility to change one’s social status

C. Possibility to change the current society

D. Possibility to work overseas

7. What does the Hindi word “Ummeed” mean in English?

8. Which expression is closest in meaning to underline f) ? Choose the most appropriate answer

from A‒D.

A. creating

B. dividing

C. reducing

D. selling

9. Choose the option that does not match the content of the text.

A. More than forty percent of students in India are female.

B. Pulling rickshaws was traditionally men’s work.

C. Singh started her business with one donated rickshaw.

D. Few women working with Singh get married at an early age.

10. The passage discusses women’s working situation in India. In 50‒70 words, compare the

situations in that country and Japan.

―１１―
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問題の訂正 
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【問題訂正】 
 

○問題用紙 ５ページ 【１】  

① Part 2 Question 1において、問題文に、以下の波線部のとおり追記します。 

 

誤） Where does the speaker want to work? 

 

正） Where does the speaker want to work? Choose the most appropriate 

answer from A–D. 

 

 

○問題用紙 １１ページ 【３】  

① Question 6において、問題文の文言を、以下のとおり訂正します。 

 

誤） Choose the phrase that has the same meaning as e) social mobility. 

 

正） What does underline e) mean? Choose the most appropriate answer 

from A–D. 

 

 

② Question 9において、問題文の文言を、以下のとおり訂正します。 

 

誤） Choose the option that does not match the content of the text. 

 

正） From options A–D, choose the one that does not match the content of 

the text. 

 

 


